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in the circumstances of the case.    Yusuf Khan
confessed to us.  What do you say, Yusuf Khan ?"
Yusuf bent his head in shame and said in a
low voice :  " That is so, Your Majesty."
- "Mathias", said the Shah, "this man has
done you grave harm. I shall give him what-
ever punishment you would like to be given. Tell
me what punishment we shall give. You can
have him trampled on by an elephant, or executed
or banished from our territories."
Mathiassaid: "Your Majesty, it is against
the tenets of our faith to wish to punish the man
who offends us. He sinned that day. He is
repenting today. By your kindness, I have been
happy all this time. If it pleases Your Majesty,
the money that is due to me may be ordered to
be given to me. I have some skill in trade and
shall use it for increasing the wealth of our
country, as I did before. I don't wish to injure
Yusuf Khan. In fact, if he is prepared to work
with me again, I am willing to have him as part-
ner. He has now learnt that fraud brings no
profit and will not cheat again. So please Your
Majesty."
"There is no question whatever", said the
Shah, tf about the money that is due to you being